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MENDING WINGS
Yakama Nation, Washington
Dancing our Prayers Project

by Corey Greaves 
President and Founder, Mending Wings;

“We wanted to come and help the Indians.” “Oh, 
those poor, little Indian kids. I wish I could just take 
them home with me.” “I feel sorry for what was 
done to your people. Now look at you.”

…These are actual quotes I have heard first-
hand from well-intentioned people who visit our 
reservation.  After many long conversations with 
various individuals, it became clear that much 
of America only sees the “plight” of the Indian, 
as I’ve heard it put. Their attention is so focused 
toward the historical atrocities that they don’t 
see the beauty and strength of our cultures or 
acknowledge that our cultures are still alive and 
thriving. Strength and beauty are overshadowed by 
gloom and despair. The lack of accurate historical 
narratives was a primary reason we started the 
Dancing Our Prayers program.

Mending Wings, based on the Yakama Nation 
in Washington is a non-profit, spiritually based 
organization aimed at youth empowerment and 
development, following the teachings of Christ. We 
have several programs that address needs of tribal 
youth including leadership development, social 
skills development through drug and alcohol-free 
events, and service to family and community.

We recently implemented Dancing Our Prayers, 
where teams of Native teens share Christ in Culture. 
Youth teams drum and dance in full regalia, perform 
powerful dramas, and give testimony to the power 
of Creator in their lives with the hope of tearing 
down walls and building bridges between Native 
America and the Church. We share at churches, 
camps and conferences throughout the country.  

Through the Dancing Our Prayers program our 
youth are empowered and gain a sense of dignity, as 
they operate within a de-colonizing praxis, through 
their dances and songs. It is a powerful venue in 
which to educate the Church on the beauty and 
strength of our spirituality and ways of life while 
instilling a sense of pride within our youth.  

Through Dancing Our Prayers, we hope the Church 
will see that we are alive, we are strong, we belong 
as co-equals in the Body of Christ. Yes, there are 
societal ills, but these are not the sum of who we 
are as a people. We are so much more!  

We thank Cook Native American Ministries 
Foundation for their grant to support our program 
during this pandemic. It allowed this powerful 
program to continue to function in some capacity 
during these hard times. To learn more about 
Dancing Our Prayers & Mending Wings please visit:  
www.mendingwings.net and www.slamtrips.com 

Mission Statement: “In response to the Christian Gospel, Cook Native American Ministries Foundation equips leaders 
to better serve their churches and communities.”
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Sandra Pattea is a member of the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation (FMYN) and a 
descendent of the Hopi Tribe in Arizona. Her mother, Rosiebelle, is of the Hopi 
Tribe and her late father, Dr. Clinton M. Pattea, was a member of the Fort McDowell 
Yavapai Nation. She has an older sister, Stephanie and a younger brother Steven, 
who she cares for and supports as a close family, all residing on the Fort McDowell 
Yavapai Nation. 

Sandra’s parents were active in the Fort McDowell Presbyterian Church where they 
sang in the choir and taught bible study. Sandra was part of the youth choir and 
attended youth bible study.  She remembers attending camp meetings and revivals 
with her family and believes this the foundation to her life direction and personal 
mission to serve others. Today, she is a member of the Fort McDowell Presbyterian 
Church.

Sandra’s education and work history are filled with many achievements. She 
received her undergraduate degrees in nursing from Scottsdale Community College 
and Arizona State University (ASU). She completed her Master of Science degree 
in Nursing Administration from ASU and graduated with honors into Sigma Theta 
Tau International, a Nursing Honor Society. In 2015, Sandra was honored as Native 
American Alumnus of the Year at ASU. 

Sandra has over 33 years of combined clinical nursing and health administration experience in the Indian Health Service 
(IHS), an agency within the US Department of Health and Human Service. She began her career with the United States 
Public Health Service as a Commissioned Officer at the Gallup Indian Medical Center in Orthopedics, then the Phoenix 
Indian Medical Center Intensive Care Unit and Outpatient Surgery. 

Sandra transitioned into health administration as the Health Division Director, Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation, where she 
served on the Health Board, Medical Trustees as Chairman, and Enterprise Board. She moved to the IHS Phoenix Area 
Office as the Integrated Services Delivery Network Coordinator. RADM Pattea completed her federal service career at 
the Indian Health Service headquarters in Rockville, Maryland, as Deputy Director for Intergovernmental Affairs, a senior 
level position, Office of the IHS Director. In September 2016, Sandra retired as Rear Admiral (RADM) in the United States 
Public Health Service. She also served as past president of the Native American Nurses Association.

Currently, Sandra is President of the Dr. Clinton M. Pattea and Rosiebelle Pattea Foundation, Inc., a 501(c)3, non-profit 
organization, established in honor of her late father, who was the past President of the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation.

Since 2019 Sandra has served as Chair on the Board of Directors for Cook Native American Ministries Foundation 
(CNAMF) and provides leadership to fulfill CNAMF’s mission and programs. She is active in community service with the 
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation’s Health Board, Education Board and Water Committee. We are indeed honored to have 
Sandra serve as our Board Chair, working alongside Board and staff sharing her expertise and knowledge.

CNAMF BOARD CHAIR PROFILE

FROM THE DIRECTOR
During this Lenten season, I would like to offer that we absorb, ponder, and envision a world guided by this 
simple, yet grand, prayer from William Arthur Ward;

Fast from judging others; feast on the Christ dwelling within them. Fast from emphasis on differences; feast on 
the unity of all life. Fast from apparent darkness; feast on the reality of light. Fast from words that pollute; feast 
on phrases that purify. Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude. Fast from anger; feast on patience. Fast from 
pessimism; feast on optimism. Fast from worry; feast on trust. Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation. 
Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives. Fast from unrelenting pressures; feast on unceasing prayer. Fast 
from hostility; feast on nonviolence. Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness. Fast from self-concern; feast 
on compassion for others. Fast from personal anxiety; feast on eternal truth. Fast from discouragement; feast 

on hope. Fast from facts that depress; feast on truths that uplift. Fast from lethargy; feast on enthusiasm. Fast from suspicion; feast 
on truth. Fast from thoughts that weaken; feast on promises that inspire. Fast from idle gossip; feast on purposeful silence. Gentle 
God, during this season of fasting and feasting, gift us with Your Presence, so we can be gift to others in carrying out your work. Amen.

Wendy Weston
Wendy Weston/Executive Director/CEO



NEW BOARD MEMBER: DR. DAVID MARTINEZ 

Dr. David Martinez (Akimel O’odham/Hia Ced O’odham/
Mexican) joined the CNAMF board in January 2022. Dr. 
Martinez is a writer and author and associate professor 
of American Indian Studies at Arizona State University. He 
is married to poet and author Sharon Suzuki-Martinez.

Dr. Martinez work includes, 
Dakota Philosopher: Charles 
Eastman and American Indian 
Thought (Minnesota Historical 
Society Press, 2009), editor of 
The American Indian Intellectual 
Tradition: An Anthology of 
Writings from 1772 to 1972 
(Cornell University Press, 
2011), author of Life of the 
Indigenous Mind: Vine Deloria 
Jr and the Birth of the Red 
Power Movement (University 
of Nebraska Press, 2019), and 

author of the forthcoming My Heart Is Bound Up With 
Them: How Carlos Montezuma Became the Voice of a 
Generation (The University of Arizona Press, 2023).

His publications appear in, among other venues, the 
American Indian Quarterly, the American Indian Culture and 
Research Journal, Studies in American Indian Literatures, 
and Journal of the Southwest. His areas of concentration 
are American Indian intellectual and political history, 
contemporary American Indian art and aesthetics, and 
O’odham culture and history.

It is with sincere pleasure that we welcome Dr. Martinez 
to the CNAMF board of directors. We look forward to his 
valuable contributions and work on the board. 

C N A M F W E L C O M E S N E W M E M B E R S!

SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER: ADELITA RODRIGUEZ 

Greetings!  My name is Adelita 
Rodriguez, I was born and 
raised in Phoenix, Arizona. 
I am a member of the Gila 
River Indian Community and 
Hispanic. I graduated from Grand 
Canyon University in 2020 with 
my BA in Graphic Design and 
Advertising. A firm spiritual 
foundation has guided me 
throughout my educational and 
personal endeavors and remains 
important in my life.

I am married to Daniel Rodriguez, my best friend and 
partner of seven years. We make our home in Phoenix and 
serve as Youth Leaders at a Christian Church in Goodyear, 
Arizona. We love spending time with family and friends 
and serving the Lord by developing and implementing 
service projects focused on firm family values and self-
empowerment. We enjoy taking trips up north to hike, visit 
and explore interesting places and sites around our state. 

Several years ago, as a college student, I worked briefly 
at CNAMF when it was closing its doors as a Theological 
school and taking the first steps to forming a non-profit 
foundation. In 2019, during my last year at Grand Canyon 
University, I became reacquainted with CNAMF and 
was contracted to complete a few design projects that 
helped with the branding and marketing efforts of the 
organization. I soon realized that my heart was still with 
CNAMF, its mission, its programs, and the vision of the 
leadership. Recently, I was offered the position of Social 
Media Manager and could not refuse. I am so honored 
and excited for this new journey and can’t wait to share 
the work we do here at CNAMF!

Rodriguez Household Quote:
“And Joshua said unto all the people, … choose you this 
day whom ye will serve; … but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:2, 15).
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Did You Know That You Can Donate To Cook Native American Ministries 
Foundation through an IRA Charitable Rollover?

Using an IRA to make a charitable donation can help lower a tax bill and help a 
worthy cause. If you are 70½ or older, an IRA charitable rollover is a way you can 
help continue the work and vision of CNAMF.

BENEFITS OF AN IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER

    • Avoid taxes on transfers of up to $100,000 from your IRA to CNAMF
    • Satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year
    • Reduce your taxable income 
    • Make a gift that is not subject to the deduction limits on charitable gifts
    • Help further the work and mission of CNAMF

Contact your IRA plan administrator to make a gift from your IRA to CNAMF.

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE

ONLINE GIVING

You can now make your gifts online! Go to        
www.cooknam.org or use your cell phone camera 
to scan the QR code below. 

Click on the word “GIVE“ to make your donation, 
please encourage others to do the same! 

You may allocate your gift to: the Grants Program or 
Charles Cook Legacy Fund.

QR Code Here 


