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Cook Native American Ministries Foundation invites you to join in an exciting opportunity as 
we work together to create a permanent fund that will serve American Indian/Alaska Native 
churches and communities! 

For more than 100 years, CNAMF has been a leader; first, in providing educational instruction 
for Native people studying Theology or undergoing religious training, and now, as a foundation, 
dedicated to working with grassroots Native organizations as they embrace
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LEGACY FUND LAUNCHES

FROM THE DIRECTOR

opportunities to help their communities 
prosper.

Inspired by the vision of CNAMF founder 
Reverend Charles H. Cook, your contribution 
to this fund will establish the Charles H. 
Cook Legacy Fund, a permanent fund that 
will allow CNAMF to support, in perpetuity, 
projects in Native communities aimed at 
self-development and self-sufficiency.

We invite you join this important cause as 
we continue Charles H. Cook’s vision to help 
Native communities. CNAMF’s mission is to 
equip Native leaders to better serve their 
churches and communities, so join us as we 
watch the fund grow, mark milestones, and 
celebrate our success in February, 2023! 

JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN!!

Greetings!

I hope your summer is off to an exciting start as 
you plan to spend time enjoying the fellowship 
of family and friends.

Contribute to our Charles H. Cook Legacy Fund 
as part of your summer giving. Every donation, 
in any amount, is important and helps us to 
“Activate Partnerships to Empower Native 
Communities”. 

At CNAMF, our staff and Board is committed 
to serving small, grassroots churches and 
organizations across Indian Country. The Charles 
H. Cook Legacy Fund will allow us to continue 
this vital work with tribal communities as they 
embrace their futures. 

Have a blessed summer.

Wendy Weston
Wendy Weston/Executive Director/CEO

For more information, 
using your phone, scan 

the QR code below. 



Earlier this spring, Cook Native American Ministries Foundation lost a 
longtime friend, advocate, and supporter. Graham Walker passed into 
God’s eternal kingdom on May 2nd, following a brief illness. Graham was 
89 and would have turned 90 on May 22. He spent his life in service to 
others and had great respect for Native people, a belief that he backed 
with financial, educational, and spiritual offerings.

Graham was born in Phoenix in 1932. His parents, Reverend George and 
Ruth Walker were missionaries in service to American Indian communities 
and they lived in the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community until 
Graham was five years old. The family then moved to Sacaton where his 
father was the pastor at the local Presbyterian Church. Graham attended 
school in Sacaton, Skull Valley in Arizona and also Wasatch Academy in 
Utah. 

Graham’s father became President of the former Cook College and Theological School, so the family 
moved back to Phoenix where he graduated from North High School. He went to Phoenix College 
and earned his AA degree, then on to Arizona State, earning a degree in Marketing Management. 
He was a member of Phi Sigma Kappa Fraternity. He obtained a certificate in commercial banking 
and was a graduate of the National Commercial Lending School at the University of Oklahoma. His 
career in banking spanned over three decades, with Wells Fargo. 

Graham loved all things related to Cook College and Theological School, as well as his alma mater, 
Arizona State University. His banking career enabled him to serve as a financial advisor for several 
organizations he was passionate about, including the former Cook School. He had a deep respect 
and reverence for American Indian people, influenced by his parents’ examples of service to others 
throughout his childhood.

Graham served I the US Armed forces in Japan from 1955 - 1957 in the Counterintelligence Corps. 
Graham was married for ten years to Margaret Hunter and they had two children, Janet, and Paul. 
He has five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. He married Barbara Glass in 1967 and they 
would have celebrated their 54h wedding anniversary on May 4, 2022. 

Graham had extensive involvement in various community organizations including Rotary Club, 
Tempe, Mesa, and Scottsdale Chambers of Commerce, and Tempe and Mesa United Way. He 
served on Boards at the former Cook College and Theological School, Mesa Southwest Museum 
Foundation and Pinal County Development. He was an advisor to Hearthstone and Good Shepherd 
Villa Advisory Board.

He was a Deacon at his church, ordained as an Elder in 1970 and active in various commissions 
for the local Presbytery. Graham loved to play pool in his basement, reading a good book or two, 
and traveling. He and Barbara visited several countries across the world including Europe, Israel, 
Jamaica, Bermuda, Canada, as well as many regions of the United States.

For those who knew Graham, they found him to be a kind gentle and generous man who chose to 
take the high road whenever dealing with conflict, His life was spent in service to God, his church, 
his community, his family.

He was a strong supporter of our work at CNAMF and was delighted to see the new direction 
CNAMF has taken since becoming a foundation in 2013. We had the pleasure of sharing a few lively 
visits with Graham earlier this year. 

THE LOSS OF A VALUED FRIEND AND BENEFACTOR
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He had quite the sense of humor, enjoyed sharing stories about his time as a child living on “the 
rez”, and expressed excitement of our upcoming Charles H. Cook Legacy Fund fundraising campaign. 
He was so encouraged; he made a significant contribution towards our goal and eagerly agreed to 
share a short video testimonial. 

In his words, “schools close, teachers die, buildings crumble, but foundation funds last past our 
lifetimes, they last in perpetuity.”

Thank you for your support Graham and thank you for touching our lives…

Left/Right: Della Pena, Graham Walker, Barbara Walker, Cassie Pena. Graham Walker, Barbara Walker.
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Activating Partnerships to Empower Native Communities

Did You Know That You Can Donate To Cook Native American Ministries 
Foundation through an IRA Charitable Rollover?

Using an IRA to make a charitable donation can help lower a tax bill and help a 
worthy cause. If you are 70½ or older, an IRA charitable rollover is a way you can 
help continue the work and vision of CNAMF.

BENEFITS OF AN IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER

    • Avoid taxes on transfers of up to $100,000 from your IRA to CNAMF
    • Satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year
    • Reduce your taxable income 
    • Make a gift that is not subject to the deduction limits on charitable gifts
    • Help further the work and mission of CNAMF

Contact your IRA plan administrator to make a gift from your IRA to CNAMF.

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE

ONLINE GIVING

You can now make your gifts online! Go to        
www.cooknam.org or use your cell phone camera 
to scan the QR code below. 

Click on the word “GIVE“ to make your donation, 
please encourage others to do the same! 

You may allocate your gift to: the Grants Program or 
Charles H. Cook Legacy Fund.

QR Code Here 


