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Mission Statement: “In response to the Christian Gospel, Cook Native American Ministries Foundation equips leaders 
to better serve their churches and communities.”
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
As we come to the end of another year, it feels good to take a little time 
to reflect on all we have accomplished this past year. Our collective 
experiences have allowed us to grow and expand our networks. We 
saw firsthand, through working with our grantees, the importance of 
community, and giving to others. We learned about staying safe as we 
implemented creative ways to meet in person and share times in fellowship 
and celebration. 

We have been fortunate to attend several events around the Tempe area, 
where our information table conversations have allowed us to extend our outreach to individuals 
and organizations. We attended events such as the annual Native American Fatherhood and 
Families Association conference, National Indian Education Association conference, and the 
Native American Heritage Month Celebration at Grand Canyon University, all opportunities to 
form new relationships and expand our network. 

A highlight of our Fall season was the Open House CNAMF hosted to celebrate our new location 
and to reconnect with friends and colleagues. Our office relocation took place at the beginning 
of the pandemic, so this was the first opportunity we had to welcome visitors to an in person 
visit. More than 30 people attended the afternoon event during the first week of October that 
featured delicious food and an abundance of “catching up” stories. 

Our Board remains engaged and excited about our upcoming projects. They convened a retreat 
in early October and provided well thought discussion and input for the draft of our upcoming 
Capital Campaign. We are excited to reveal that In February, 2022, we will be rolling out a 
fundraising campaign that will last through June, 2023. The goal of the Campaign will be the 
establishment of the Charles H. Cook Legacy Fund. This fund will be the permanent and primary 
source of funds that will enable CNAMF to achieve its mission of equipping Native churches and 
communities. 

Thank you for playing an active role in Cook Native American Ministries Foundations’ commitment 
to Native churches and communities. We give thanks to our Lord for life’s blessings and wish 
you and your families a happy and healthy holiday season, followed by a safe and productive 
new year. 

Wendy Weston 
Executive Director/CEO

Cook Native American Ministries Foundation

L/R: Adelita Rodriguez, Della Pena, Dina Lopez, Wendy Weston, 
Annette Stewart, Theresa Price



JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN 

ACTIVATING PARTNERSHIPS TO EMPOWER NATIVE COMMUNITIES

Cook Native American Ministries Foundation invites you to join in an 
exciting opportunity as we work together to create a permanent fund 
that will serve American Indian churches and communities! 

For more than 100 years, CNAMF has been a leader, first in providing 
educational instruction for Native people studying Theology or 
undergoing religious training, and now, as a foundation, dedicated to 
working with grassroots Native organizations and communities as they 
embrace opportunities to help their communities prosper.

Inspired by the vision of CNAMF founder Reverend Charles H. Cook, 
this 18-month campaign will raise $500,000.00 to establish the Charles 
H. Cook Legacy Fund. This permanent fund will allow CNAMF to 
support small projects in American Indian communities aimed at self-
development and self-sufficiency.

We invite you join this important cause as we continue Charles H. 
Cook’s vision to help Native communities and pay it forward. CNAMF’s 
mission is to equip Native leaders to better serve their churches and 
communities, so join us as we watch the fund grow, mark milestones, 
and celebrate our success in June 2023! 

There is an envelope in this newsletter in which you may send your 
contribution.  Your donation will impact Native communities for 
decades to come.

CHARLES H. COOK LEGACY FUND



LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT PLAQUE INSTALLED 
AT TRINITY EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL

Last summer, the congregation at Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral in downtown Phoenix, Arizona, sought 
out a partnership with CNAMF to work collectively 
to create a permanent recognition to honor those 
Indigenous communities who first inhabited the 
land the Cathedral stands on. 

After discussion and fact sharing, the verbiage was 
developed, and an official Land Acknowledgement 
plaque was created that would be placed in the 
narthex of the Cathedral. On November 16, 2021, a 
small dedication event took place at the Cathedral. 
In attendance were representatives from the 
Akimel O’odham and Pee Posh Nations, the Arizona 
Presiding Bishop, Dean of Trinity Cathedral, other 
clergy, congregation members and CNAMF staff.

Trinity is the first church of this size in Arizona to 
have installed such a permanent reminder to us that 
we continue in the paths of many people who have 
gone before us. The congregation of Trinity have 
pioneered a new action, a new direction for the 
healing of the nations. The Kingdom of God seeks to 
unite the entire world, and this bold gesture is one 
step in that direction.

JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN 

HOW POINSETTIAS AND CHRISTMAS 
COME TOGETHER

There is an old Mexican legend about how 
Poinsettias and Christmas come together, it goes 
like this:

There was once a poor Mexican girl called Pepita 
who had no present to give the baby Jesus at the 
Christmas Eve services. As Pepita sadly walked 
to the chapel, her cousin Pedro tried to cheer 
her up.

“Pepita,” he said, “I’m sure that even the 
smallest gift, given by someone who loves him 
will make Jesus happy.”

Pepita didn’t know what she could give, so 
she picked a small handful of weeds from the 
roadside and made them into a small bouquet. 
She felt embarrassed because she could only 
give this small present to Jesus. As she walked 
through the chapel to the altar, she remembered 
what Pedro had said. She began to feel better, 
knelt down and put the bouquet at the bottom 
of the nativity scene.

Suddenly, the bouquet of weeds burst into 
bright red flowers, and everyone who saw them 
were sure they had seen a miracle. From that 
day on, the bright red flowers were known as 
the “Flores de Noche Buena,” or “Flowers of the 
Holy Night.”

The shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves 
are sometimes thought as a symbol of the Star 
of Bethlehem which let the Wise Men to Jesus. 
The red colored leaves symbolize the blood of 
Christ. The white leaves represent his purity.L/R: Very Rev. Troy Mendez, Rev. 

Canon Debbie Royals; Wendy 
Weston, Della Pena
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Did You Know That You Can Donate To Cook Native American Ministries 
Foundation through an IRA Charitable Rollover?

Using an IRA to make a charitable donation can help lower a tax bill and help a 
worthy cause. If you are 70½ or older, an IRA charitable rollover is a way you can 
help continue the work and vision of CNAMF.

BENEFITS OF AN IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER

    • Avoid taxes on transfers of up to $100,000 from your IRA to CNAMF
    • Satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year
    • Reduce your taxable income 
    • Make a gift that is not subject to the deduction limits on charitable gifts
    • Help further the work and mission of CNAMF

Contact your IRA plan administrator to make a gift from your IRA to CNAMF.

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE

ONLINE GIVING

You can now make your gifts online! At www.
cooknam.org or using your cell phone camera scan 
the QR code below. 

Click on the word “GIVE“ and please encourage 
others to do the same. 

You may allocate your gift to: the Grants Program, 
Scholarship Program, Endowments or Memorials.

QR Code Here 


